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This last obviously exaggerated statement brings us to a
curious point which shows how easily and quickly legends
arise in a society, however learned and cultured, where
scientific knowledge is founded on the sand. Among the
honorific titles carved upon Kemal-Pasha-zade's tomb is one
which is peculiar to himself, never having been given to any
other legist; it is, Mufti-us-Saqalayn or 'Mufti of the Two
Ponderables.' This term 'the two ponderables' occurs in a
passage in the Koran l where it is evidently used to indicate
the two races, man and genies, these being so described
because both, being created of matter, possess weight. The
title on the tombstone therefore implies that he to whom
it was given was regarded as the mufti not only of men
but also of the genies, and in this sense it has been generally
understood. There is nothing to show how such an idea got
abroad. The biographers nearest the legist's own time, Sehi
and Latifi, are silent on the subject; Tash-kopri-zade, who
wrote some forty years after his death, is the first to refer
to it, and he says simply, 'because that both mankind and
the genies applied to him on hard questions, he is spoken
of by the noble as the Mufti of the Two Ponderables.' But
cAli, writing forty years later than the author of the Crimson
Peony, knows a great deal more. He declares that it is well
known how Kemal-Pasha-zade, besides holding the mufti-ship
of mankind, held the same office among the genies; and
further, that it is common knowledge how he was already
the occupant of this high position among the latter while
he was principal of the Dar-ul-Hadis College, and how when
he accepted the muftiship of mankind he wished to resign
his functions with the genies, but that the learned among
these sought the world through, and, failing to find his equal
for learning, implored him to continue in office, assigning
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